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sum he now borrowed to supply his brothers need, and in order to repay it he was forced to stick to his profession. Such a trait of true generosity goes far to explain the affection with which his friends regarded him, all faults of temper notwithstanding.
Friends were by this time beginning to gather round him. Among the earliest was William Wallace, barrister and journalist, who, until his death in 1839, may be said to have acted as Macready's literary adviser. At Wallace's rooms, shortly before the production of The Apostate, he met Lalor SheiL who remained for over thirty years one of his firmest friends. The ''unaccustomed gush" of tears over Rob Roy led to a friendship with Charles Lloyd; and Lloyd introduced him to that greater Charles, who was not yet known as Elia. " I have been indulged with a classical conference with Macready," says Lamb, in
Barbara S------, enumerating the actors he has known.
On June 27, 1820, Crabb Robinson writes, "Went to Lamb's, found the Wordswcrths there, and, having walked with them to Westminster Bridge, returned to Lamb's, and sat an hour with Macready, a very pleasing man, gentlemanly in his manners, and sensible and well-informed/' It was Lloyd, too, who made him acquainted with Talfourd, one of the most prominent members of his circle in later years. About the same time we find him on friendly terms with Procter, Alaric Watts, Jerdan, and other literary men of the younger generation. Dickens and Forster, the intimates of his later life, were not yet in their teens.
During the summer of 1818 Macready received ^100 for a week's engagement with Elliston at Birmingham, and gave a gratuitous series of performances at his father's theatre, in conjunction with Miss O'Neill. Returning to London for the season 1818-19, he reappeared